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The ox as

the com-
China"1

DEITIES OF VEGETATION AS ANIMALS      CHAP

wards killed, and their flesh is eaten by the chiefs.1    Here
the  tears of the oxen, like those  of the   human  victims
amongst the Khonds and the Aztecs,2 are probably a rain-
charm.    We have already seen that the virtue of the corn-
spirit, embodied in animal form, is sometimes supposed to
reside in the tail, and that the last handful of corn is some-
times   conceived as  the  tail  of the  corn  spirit.8     In  the
Mithraic religion this conception is graphically set forth in
some of the numerous sculptures which represent Mithras
kneeling on the back of a bull and plunging a knife into its
flank; for on certain of these monuments the tail  of the
bull ends in three stalks of corn, and in one of them corn-
stalks instead of blood are  seen  issuing  from   the  wound
inflicted   by   the   knife.*     Such    representations   certainly
suggest   that   the   bull,   whose   sacrifice   appears   to   have
formed a leading feature in the Mithraic ritual, was con-
ceived, in one at least of its aspects, as an incarnation of
the corn-spirit

Still more clearly does the ox appear as a personification
of the corn-spirit in a ceremony which is observed in all the
provinces and districts of China to welcome the approach of
spring. On the first day of spring, usually on the third or
fourth of February, which is also the beginning of the Chinese
New Year, the governor or prefect of the city goes in proces-
sion to the east gate of the city, and sacrifices to the Divine
Husbandman, who is represented with a bull's head on the
body of a man. A large effigy of an ox, cow, or buffalo has
been prepared for the occasion, and stands outside of the
east gate, with agricultural implements beside it. The
figure is made of differently-coloured pieces of paper pasted
on a framework either by a blind man or according to the
directions of a necromancer. The colours of the paper
prognosticate the character of the coming year; if red
prevails, there will be many fires ; if white, there will be
floods and rain; and so with the other colours. The
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